342.   INTERVIEW TO "THE HINDU"
[BOMBAY,
April 15, 1924]
...At four in the evening yesterday, when our representative was taken
into his presence, Mahatmaji was engaged in reading an Urdu book. There
was Mr. Andrews writing in a front room.
Questioned by our representative: "What is your opinion on the untouch-
ability satyagraha organized in Travancore? How can the country as a whole
help it aad what is the best form of rendering help ?" Mahatmaji, replying at
length, said :
From what I know of the leaders of the movement I have
no doubt that they have acted with great caution and deliberation
and that they have embarked upon it after having taken prelimi-
nary steps. From the reports I have been receiving, I believe
that the Madras Presidency will supply the lead that will be re-
quired. I do not think that the leaders from all the parts of India
can spare themselves and concentrate their energy directly on the
movement. But the whole of the Indian Press can give due promi-
nence to the movement and I am glad to notice that it is receiv-
ing such prominence. Beyond this moral support, I hardly think
all-India efforts can go further and, if the movement retains its
continuous purity and non-violence, public support it must win
in the end.
Q. "How would you solve the problem of the lack of leaders even after
the few who will have gone there are arrested?" Mahatmaji replied :
A letter that I have received shows that the movement has
gone so far that volunteers will continue to offer satyagraha, even
when all the leaders are arrested, I would also advise that at least
one leader keeps himself in reserve and directs the movement with-
out courting arrest.
To a further question : "Supposing that even the leader who wants to
reserve himself is also arrested or finds that he must offer himself for arrest,
do you think it possible to conduct such a movement without leadership?"
Mahitmaji answered :
Jm my opinion, satyagraha is oae such movement, in which
after a certain stage it is the easiest to continue without leadership,
Itftrfrltfc fuboreat quality and strength. In satyagraha there is
no sad* thing as diplomacy and manoenvering, as we under-